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April 7, 2025

To: Mayor and Council, Saanich Planning and Engineering Dept.
 
 Re; North Quadra Community Association & Membership Response/Feedback to SOC plan: 

Based upon the SOP Plan presented to date, we ask Council and Planning Dept’s consideration of the following additions or changes that would benefit Saanich and our North Quadra Community.  This input is the outcome NQCA board consensus and the polling of NQCA’s general membership:

1. NQCA requests a community HUB...such as a Plaza, park-like setting to include a children’s playground for the use of NQ/ general public and tower residents for relaxation and mental health enhancement. Since this site will house hundreds of new residents and families in future, the dedication of a recreation and public space is vital for public wellbeing and quality of life.  To date, the plan does not include a significant description or provision for public space or use, other than a foot path to traverse the property with a few park benches located along the stream.  (The latter feature was added by Saanich Planning based upon NQCA’s first round of consultations and requests). 

Based upon NQCA’s resident polling, respondents also express a need for greater NQ community enhancement.  At present Saanich lacks a recognized town Center Plaza which is a standard feature and asset in most municipalities...no matter their size.  The SOC location is geographically central to our municipality and is the perfect setting for this.  While recognizing the need for PPP financing, residents nevertheless question the need for such a large areas of this valuable, (limited remaining in Saanich) tax payer owned land to be sold/allocated to private interest groups at a loss to public good and welfare.  

Residents also request priority consideration for public health needs...such as a family doctor practice, similar to models delivered by City of Colwood / Royal Bay model since 1 in 4 NQ residents have no family physician.  Life Labs or VIHA diagnoses Lab should also be included. 




2. Limit the 2 central towers between 6 and 8 Stories.  Although this location is recognized as an ideal site for densification and consolidation of Saanich Administration buildings, the zoning allowance of 18 stories is viewed by NQCA board and membership to be excessive for a primarily residential area….given the added density increase already zoned along Mckenzie. 

3. Half of the front current parking lot north of the De Dutch pancake house could be developed into micro suites for single adult occupancy, encouraging bicycles and/or public transportation usage.  Car ownership would disqualify tenancy. 

4. The main entrance should be the original main entrance to SOC....off McKenzie, not onto the already overburdened/congested portion of Borden.

5. The garden waste drop off should be transferred off-site but Saanich has not yet successfully found a location.  SUGGESTION: Use Saanich’s Nursery on Markham Ave. which is a property already owned by Saanich.

6.  The stream running through SOP into Swan Lake should be planned/coordinated for restoration between both Saanich Parks and DFO. Very few details are currently available about which jurisdiction is taking the lead to restore this important watercourse and who will pay for it.

7. The grounds of the current works yard should be tested for pollutants, such as carbon and salt deposit due to decades of long-term storage of anti-slip agents applied to roads during winter.

8. Since North Quadra  is almost exclusively residential with few community buildings and support services, we request Saanich allows for commercial/community space in one of the towers.  This could provide meeting space for local organizations, such as NQCA, Silver Threads, youth groups, and other groups to offer classes, workshops, and functions that would serve to bring community together.
A Child Day care for 100 children could also be considered for this location, and/or use for a training center for child care aids,  working with Reynolds School and Victoria School Board as course curriculum or meeting space.
We respectfully request Mayor and Council and Plannings Dept’s review of the above  considerations toward  finalizing a plan that enhances our community needs and quality of life.

Regards,
Michael Moore,
President NQCA
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